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The Hon. A.L. EVANS: I note the state government's ambitious plan

launched in July this year to save all native species in this state from

extinction. It is a very fine aspiration which Family First supports. On page 16

of The Advertiser dated Monday 1 October it was reported that only 50 black-

flanked rock wallabies were left in the wild in South Australia. It was claimed

that they are near extinction. The article went on to say that presumably 15 of

those 50 have been moved to captivity in Monarto Zoo for their conservation.

When my office researched the conservation status of this animal—known as

the warru in the APY lands—I was surprised to learn that the International

Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN) in its red

list gives this species the lowest level of concern rating. This places the black-

flanked rock wallaby on the same conservation status category as a common

pigeon. I acknowledge that there can be problems with the IUCN's rating not

being comparable with the rating used in Australia, but I note that the IUCN is

promoted on the state government's SA Central website as being the world's

largest conservation-related organisation. I also know that the University of

Queensland published research in April last year finding that the allocation of

public funding for the conservation of species related closely to the

conservation status of competing species on lists such as the IUCN's red list.

My questions to the minister are:

1.Am I wrong about the black-flanked rock wallaby's true conservation status

with the IUCN?

2.If I am right, what is the state government doing to increase the

conservation status of the species with the IUCN?



The Hon. G.E. GAGO (Minister for Environment and Conservation,

Minister for Mental Health and Substance Abuse, Minister Assisting the

Minister for Health): In relation to the black-flanked rock wallaby, I have been

advised that it is indeed a threatened species. The advice is that in some

areas it has almost become extinct, and it is an important part of the state's

natural wildlife. It is the species that is indeed under significant threat, to the

point of almost being extinct in some areas where, at various times, it has

been abundant. In terms of the IUCN ratings, I am happy to get further details

about that and how it equates with the ratings for threatened and extinct

species in the state, and how we prioritise our programs.

It has been a very important program, and I understand that to date it has

been quite successful, where the local indigenous groups on the APY lands

have worked with the Warru. When the females have become pregnant the

young have been removed from their pouch and flown to Monarto zoo, where

we have a threatened species program, and those young are implanted into a

surrogate wallaby. I think it is the yellow-footed rock wallaby that is used as

the surrogate species. If my memory serves me, I understand that they make

extremely good surrogate mothers. By removing the young from the mother

very early in the pregnancy it means that the female black-flanked rock

wallaby will become pregnant again more quickly, and thus we are able to

speed up the process of increasing these numbers. As I said, in terms of the

ratings and rankings, I am happy to take that part of the question on notice

and bring back a response.




