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If you would like a copy of any speeches, please 
feel free to contact our Parliamentary office on (08) 
8237 9122.   You can also access our speeches and 
questions on our website, www.familyfirst.org.au or 
on the website of the South Australian Parliament,  
www.parliament.sa.go.au.

If you have received this newsletter by post and have 
an email address to which we can send updates, 
please let us know.

Contact
www.familyfirst.org.au
Parliament House
North Terrace Adelaide SA 5000
Andrew Evans
Ph	 (08) 8237 9122
Fax	 (08) 8237 9478
Email	 andrew.evans@parliament.sa.gov.au
Dennis Hood
Ph	 (08) 8231 9362
Fax	 (08) 8231 0695
Email	 dennis.hood@parliament.sa.gov.au

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o u n c i l

Dear Members and Friends,

The Family First Parliamentary team 
would like to once again thank you for your 
continued support and encouragement.

We were incredibly fortunate to have 
had Dennis Hood elected this year. Now 
Family First has two voices in Parliament. 
In the Legislative Council, the Government 
only has seven of the eleven votes it needs 
to have legislation passed. They regularly 
need our two important votes, so we are 
having an enormous impact!

The last six months in Parliament has 
been a battle-ground. We have been 
involved in gruelling negotiations on a 
number of significant bills. We have had 
improving media coverage, and have had 
a series of important legislative ‘wins’.

With your continued support, we trust 
for even more success in the future.

 
Warm regards
 	
		   

Hon Andrew Evans MLC OAM	
Leader Family First Party SA
		

Hon Dennis Hood MLC

Dennis Hood Speaks to  
Young Family First

Dennis spoke passionately to a group 
of young adults at a recent Young Family 
First dinner. Dennis explained to these ‘up 
and coming’ politicians how important it is 
to get involved and take an interest in the 
political process.

Family First Information 
Campaigns

Information Sessions throughout 
the State keep our constituents up to 
date with developments in Parliament. 
Recently, we have visited the Riverland, 
Mt Gambier, and Whyalla – and several 
Adelaide metropolitan areas. We also 
use these visits to listen to you about 
your concerns and set up bases of 
support in each electorate. Contact 
us for details of the next information 
session in your area. 

Other Issues Confronted
This newsletter isn’t big enough to cover 

all the other topics we’ve confronted in 
recent months! Other topics we’ve dealt with 
include: Indigenous lands; child sex offender 
registration; Murray River and Murray-
Darling Basin management; prevention 
of cruelty to animals; service of driving 
disqualification notices; surrogacy; Upper 
South East desalinisation schemes; children 
in state care; sale of cannabis implements; 
drink spiking laws; prison drug smuggling; 
water efficiency labelling; drug penalties; 
SACE; homeless single mothers; petrol GST 
income; amphetamine laboratories; drug 
driving; disability services; child protection 
investigations; expiation of unregistered/
uninsured driving offences; children’s 
aquatics programs; eating disorders; and 
obesity!

For further information on our stand 
on any of these topics, please contact our 
office.

Andrew meets constituents in the Riverland



Family First  
Protecting Marriage

The Domestic Partners Bill 
(previously the ‘Relationships 
Bill’) was recently re-introduced 
and passed. From the beginning, 
Family First has opposed this bill 
- which sought to grant marriage-
like rights to gay couples.

Due to intense negotiations 
by Dennis and Andrew, the re-
introduced bill was vastly improved. 
The re-introduced bill has placed 
marriage between a man and a 
woman into its own special category 
and is a significant roadblock to 
gay marriage. On Family First’s 
insistence, we no longer have ‘de 
facto’ marriages in South Australia 
– with all non marriage relationships 
being placed in a lower category 
called ‘domestic partnerships’. 
Further, the bill was worded in such 
a way as to place an obstacle in the 
path of gay adoptions and artificial 
insemination (which are heavily 
promoted by the Australian Greens 
and are the gay lobby’s stated next 
objective).

Despite those improvements, 
we still believe that the bill was 
not good for the family - with 
both Family First Members voting 
against it.

For more information regarding 
the Domestic Partner’s Bill, Andrew’s 
second reading speech is available 
on the Family First website.

A Win on Internet  
Bans for Pedophiles 

Recently, Dennis introduced a bill to give judges 
the power to ban certain convicted pedophiles 
from using the internet, or to limit their online 
activities. Police will have added powers to 
monitor compliance.

Nowadays, predatory behaviour by pedophiles 
occurs to a significant extent online, with a view to 
meeting children in the real world. Some behaviour 
is exclusively online, for instance the circulation 
of child pornography. Dennis’s bill is so simple, 
it’s a wonder that no one here had suggested it 
before! The U.K. has had similar laws for some 
time now, with great effect. Similar laws are now 
also proposed in the United States.

The Government has indicated that they will 
support Dennis’s bill, which we expect will be 
passed early in the New Year.

Online child stalking and trading in child 
pornography are sordid practices and we believe 
that our bill will help to protect our children when 
they connect to the web. This is a big win for South 
Australian families.

Getting Tough on  
Cannabis Growers

Shortly after his election, Dennis put forward a 
bill to toughen penalties for people who cultivate 
cannabis. Currently, people growing one cannabis 
plant receive an ‘on the spot fine’ of $300, which 
does not show in their criminal record. Dennis 
argued in the media that this is less than the 
fine for sticking chewing gum on a bus seat or 
activating sprinklers on the wrong day! This bill 
sensibly proposes that anyone growing cannabis 
should have to face the courts. The courts will then 
be able to identify repeat offenders and facilitate 
more appropriate sentences.

This bill passed the Legislative Council on 
the 6th of December, and will be debated in the 
House of Assembly in the New Year.

SHine SA Issue
Recently, Dennis made the front page of 

The Advertiser after exposing SHine SA. We 
had received information that SHine SA, our 
State Government-funded sex educator to 
schools, was referring disabled clients to sex 
workers from a brothel in Thebarton.

Dennis called upon the Commissioner of 
Police to investigate the matter. The head 
of the Police Licence Enforcement section 
gave Family First a commitment that they 
would start to take a ‘hard line’ on brothels, 
and shortly afterwards, as promised, raided a 
notorious brothel in Hackney.

Multiple Chemical Sensitivity
Andrew has continued working with sufferers 

of a condition known as ‘Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity’. This condition - associated with a 
hyper-sensitivity to commonly found chemicals 
- means that its sufferers are forced to isolate 
themselves away from the world, often never 
leaving their homes. A recent Parliamentary 
report concluded that MCS is very real, with many 
individuals experiencing considerable suffering, 
disability and hardship. 

Up to 15,000 South Australians have been 
diagnosed with MCS, and research linking MCS to 
chemicals such as herbicides, pesticides, solvents 
and disinfectants could not be ignored.

Andrew has been consistently campaigning 
that this group of suffering South Australians 
not be ignored and is given the health services 
funding it deserves.

Andrew Takes up the  
Fight Against Petrol Sniffing

Andrew recently visited indigenous lands in the 
State’s far north, and also spoke at a church in 
Coober Pedy. Andrew has been campaigning 
for increased support to combat the scourge of 
petrol sniffing in the indigenous homelands. In 
Parliament, he has continued to play an active 
role in the Aboriginal Lands Committee, as well 
as pushing for increased funding for Aboriginal 
Legal Aid and wider reaching laws to deal with 
petrol sniffing.

Concerns re: Equal  
Opportunity Bill

Andrew, Dennis, and Federal Family First Senator Steve Fielding 
in the S.A. Parliament.

Recently, the Government introduced a 
series of controversial amendments to the Equal 
Opportunities Bill. As the bill presently reads, it 
may be illegal for a religious minister to criticise 
certain sexual practices (even reading certain 
passages from the Bible may become illegal). 
Andrew and Dennis are actively confronting the 
government to ensure that freedom of speech is 
maintained and that other fundamental rights are 
not eroded. Dennis has had some fruitful meetings 
with the Attorney-General and we are hopeful for 
a satisfactory outcome.




