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Dear Members and Friends,

The Family First Parliamentary team
would like to once again thank you for your
continued support and encouragement.

We were incredibly fortunate to have
had Dennis Hood elected this year. Now
Family First has two voices in Parliament.
In the Legislative Council, the Government
only has seven of the eleven votes it needs
to have legislation passed. They regularly
need our two important votes, so we are
having an enormous impact!

The last six months in Parliament has
been a battle-ground. We have been
involved in gruelling negotiations on a
number of significant bills. We have had
improving media coverage, and have had
a series of important legislative ‘wins’.
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With your continued support, we trust
for even more success in the future.

Warm regards

e

Hon Andrew Evans MLC OAM
Leader Family First Party SA

e

Hon Dennis Hood MLC



Family First
Protecting Marriage

The Domestic Partners Bill
(previously  the  ‘Relationships
Bill') was recently re-introduced
and passed. From the beginning,
Family First has opposed this bill
- which sought to grant marriage-
like rights to gay couples.

Due to intense negotiations
by Dennis and Andrew, the re-
introduced bill was vastly improved.
The re-introduced bill has placed
marriage between a man and a
woman into its own special category
and is a significant roadblock to
gay marriage. On Family First's
insistence, we no longer have ‘de
facto’ marriages in South Australia
—with all non marriage relationships
being placed in a lower category
called ‘domestic partnerships’.
Further, the bill was worded in such
a way as to place an obstacle in the
path of gay adoptions and artificial
insemination (which are heavily
promoted by the Australian Greens
and are the gay lobby’s stated next
objective).

Despite those improvements,
we still believe that the bill was
not good for the family - with
both Family First Members voting
against it.

For more information regarding
the Domestic Partner's Bill, Andrew’s
second reading speech is available
on the Family First website.

Concerns re: Equal
Opportunity Bill

Andrew, Dennis, and Federal Family First Senator Steve Fielding
in the S.A. Parliament.

Recently, the Government introduced a
series of controversial amendments to the Equal
Opportunities Bill. As the bill presently reads, it
may be illegal for a religious minister to criticise
certain sexual practices (even reading certain
passages from the Bible may become illegal).
Andrew and Dennis are actively confronting the
government to ensure that freedom of speech is
maintained and that other fundamental rights are
not eroded. Dennis has had some fruitful meetings
with the Attorney-General and we are hopeful for
a satisfactory outcome.

Andrew Takes up the
Fight Against Petrol Sniffing

Andrew recently visited indigenous lands in the
State’s far north, and also spoke at a church in
Coober Pedy. Andrew has been campaigning
for increased support to combat the scourge of
petrol sniffing in the indigenous homelands. In
Parliament, he has continued to play an active
role in the Aboriginal Lands Committee, as well
as pushing for increased funding for Aboriginal
Legal Aid and wider reaching laws to deal with
petrol sniffing.






