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Tower of pleas
for ‘free speech’

(The Advertiser, 5/3/07)

THANK YOU!

Thank you, South Austrdia. Your 12,000+ petitions have
made the difference!

Thank you for dlowingmeto lead the char ge against the Equa
Opportunity Amendment Bill —abill that would have
threatened freedom of speech and associ ation in South
Austrdia

| have campaigned heavily against the bill, in many meetings
with the government, on television, radio and in the press.

The Attorney-Generd has said that in light of the unexpected
and fierce oppasition tothis bill, he will seek to “ savage” only
the pats of the bill that have not been objected to.

Dear Friemds,

Thank you for helping me defeat the Equal Opportunities bill.
Parliament has not seen so many petitions against a bill tn recent
WL@WLOI/M.

Since my last update, | have become the party's Leader and have been
tnvelved on o number of bmportant parliamentary committees.

Things have been busy!

Thank you for supporting e as [ continue to work for South

Australlon Families.
-
\

HON DENNISHOOD, FAMILY FIRST MLC

PROTEST: Dannis Hood with the pile of
petitions opposing the Bill,




Other victoriesfor FAMILY FIRST...

The Legislative Council recently passed my bill which made
forgettingto pay car regstration on timean ‘on the spot’ fine
rather than somethingyou haveto atend Court for. Thepurpose
of thebill isto free up Court resources to ded with real
crimina offences, such as drug rel ated matters.

Legslative Council M embers dso indicated sufficient support for
two of my further measures to succeed (dthough the formal vote
isyet totake place).

Oneof themismy bill toincrease penalties for pharmacy
break-ins. Pharmacy bresk-ins are dramatically on theriseas
illicit drug manufacturers seek out pseudoephedrine —a precursor
drugrequired in the manufacture of amphetamines and ‘ic€e .

The other is my bill which restricts the right of convicted
paedophiles from accessing chat rooms and other internet
services. Currently in South Audraiawe have adeplorable
situation where ajudge can order apaedophileto stop loitering
physicaly around children, but can’t stgp them from stalking
children online. My hill corrects that, and has so far been met with
apositivereaction from dl M embers of Parliament.

Further, the government indicated support for my amendment
to the Affordable Housing Bill which gves community housing
organisations greater security when arranging housing deals with
the government. It is an important amendment, because it will
mean mor e community housingfor people without a home of
their own.

| dso bdievestrongy that we have aduty to act as reponsible
stewards of theworld and its resources. For thaose reasons, my
officewas instrumentd in forcingthe government’s hand to
include an interim 2020 greenhouse gas emissions target in
recent Climate Changelegslation.

Family
First’s
growing
power

FAMILY First MLC Dennis
Hood is rapidly emerging as
a key powerbroker in South
Australian politics.

Mr Hood, who was elected
only last year, will have the
deciding vote on what is sha-
ping as Parliament's most
powerful committee.

Against Government
wishes, the Upper House has
established a Budget and
Finance Committee which
will have the power to exam-
ine all aspects of government
spending and call on public
servants to give evidence.

Adelaide

Online poll
i i
The Upper House broadened
the committee’s scope to al-
low MPs not on the com-
mittee to attend hearings to
ask guestions, but they will
not be allowed to vote.

Mr Hood, who joined Fam-
ily First’s initial Upper House
MP Andrew Evans last year,
said: “This will ensure that
moderate and sensible de-
cisions are made to ensure
the economic well-being of
the state.”

My office aso brought aloopholein a government Development bill to the M inister’s
attention, which would have left an openingfor any person or group (including
agg essive anti-development groups) to unreasonably oppose a development

goplication. The government corrected the bil| accordingy .

| was aso given the deciding vote (between two Labor and two Liberd members) on
an important new Parliamentary Committee. The Budget and Finance Committee will
have the powersto scrutinise government spending and budget arrangements (see
article on this page from The Advertiser, 31/3/07 — with party references removed in

compliance with parliamentary rules).

FAMILY FIRST Campaign for Stamp Duty relief

Datafrom the third annua International Housing Affordability Survey, released earlier
thisyear, indicated that Australiahas “the mog pervasive housing affordability crisis” of
al the Western nations it surveyed. Thisissimply unacceptable. During M arch, my
colleague, the Hon Andrew Evans M LC and | ran acampai gn against the stamp duty
‘squeeze for home owners. The campai gh met with considerabl e support from ather

M embers, including aformer treasurer, the Hon Rob Lucas M LC.



Raising concerns with the Prime M inister

My colleague, the Hon Andrew Evans
MLC, and | recently had the
opportunity to discuss severd family-
based issues with the PrimeM inister.

Amongtheinitiatives | proposed was a
reduction of taxes on petrol sales with
aview to reducing the pump price by
10 cents per litre. We aso discussed
the Federd Government’ s reluctance
to implement Family Impact
Satements on dl proposed legislation.

Your choice to smack your child may be at risk!

In aconcerning move, the Federd Liberal
Government recently funded a$2.5 million
dollar advertising campai gn —warning
parents nat to smack their children.

9:28:18an 16-APR-2007

Only weeks ago, smacking was banned in
New Zedand. The Audraian Democrats
have now issued apress reease cdling for a
similar ban here.

| gppeared on television, radio, and in the
pressto defend aparent’s choiceto use
moderate and reasonable forcein y =
discipliningachild —apracticethat hasbeen  Demnis Hood on ABC radio —Mor nings with Matthew
| ong accepted. Abraham and David Bevan.

e In October 2006 the Advertiser reported: “a Mor gan study commissioned by the
insurance program MumsCover has found that 80 per cent of Australian mums
believe smacking their children is acceptable’ ;

e Polls conducted in Austraiaand overseas consistently deliver between 70-85%
support for the freedom to smack;

e Further, a60M inutespoll in November 2006 found 75% of parents wantedto
retain the freedom to smack;

e 100,000 peoplein NZ have signed apetition in favour of the parents right to
smack.

These parents are not criminas!

» What you can do: writeto your loca M P, explainingthat you support aparent’s
right to use moderate force to discipline ther child in gpopraopriate circumstances.



Protecting the barley single desk

Whether or not to reform the current Barley

SngeDesk sysdem has been aworrying

guestion for farmers.

A bill recently came beforethe Legslative
Council seekingto disband the sing e desk
scheme and de-regul ate the industry .
Unfortunately, the bill was pushed quickly
through Parliament with both Labor and Liberal
Party support. | sood against this bill, as | did
not believethat the wishes of farmers had been
properly canvassed. | encourage those engaged

in the grains sector to read the gpeech | made on

the bill, which can befound at:

Barl ey Farmers at risk

www.familyfirst.org.au

Tony Bates with DennisHood

Senate Candidate Tony Bates on free
registration for S.A. made cars

FAMILY FIRST sprimary Senate Candidate, Tony Bates, and |
remain concerned for M itsubishi and Holden employees in Addaide
—as workers continueto ded with fears of plant closures and
downsizing. In response, we have argued for twelve months free car
registration for South Audraian made vehiclesin amoveto
increase production and employ ment for South Audrdians.

Tory Batesis asenior executive with Addlade’ s G.M . Holden
operations. Tony's main competition in the fight to gain a South
Austraian Senate seat for FAMILY FIRST will bethe Austraian
Democrats' "human shidd" Ruth Russdll, and SA Greens' 25-year-
old law student Sarah Hanson-Young.

Keeping up to date

Agan, | thank you for your support. The achievements outlined in this newsletter would
not have been possible without it.

P.S. If you would prefer not to receive updates, please advise my officeand | will remove
you from our database.

Warm Regards,

D

Dennis Hood

e dennis.hood@parliament.sa. gov.au

e Ph: (08) 8237 9362
e Fax (08) 8231 0695
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